CHRISTIAN LIVING
SELF-CONTROL - SELF-DISCIPLINE

SECTION SIX: EASY WAY - HARD WAY. (Matt.7:13-14)
28 EXCUSES

(Ps.32:3-5, Jer.3:12-13) It's always so easy to make excuses for ourselves if I do wrong, isn’t it!  It's so easy to say, ‘I didn’t mean to do that’, when I should at least be saying, 'I'm sorry for that', but better still, 'That was wrong of me, please forgive me'.
If I will genuinely, from my heart, speak and act in this way every day, that is truly disciplining the flesh, truly denying self, and really is taking up my cross daily, and following Jesus.
29) WITHOUT EXCUSE.
(Pro.15:10, 1Jh.l:9-10) The natural man finds it hard to accept correction or abuse, even when it's deserved and absolutely impossible when he thinks it’s not. (Gal.5:22-23)  But as spiritual men and women we have no excuses. (2Tim.l:7) Part of the fruit of the Spirit is self-control.  Our God has given us this, as well as everything else we need for life and godliness. (2Pet.l:3)
30) SOFT OPTION WORLD.
We live in such a soft option world, made so by the flesh. Like no other generation before us, we can readily opt for the easy way out, the quick relief, in virtually everything. But in so doing, we fail to come to know the strength and power of our God in our everyday lives. (Eph.3:20) We so quickly take the soft option and don't allow him to fill us with a spirit of power, of love and of self-control. (2Tim.l:7) This is most certainly not self-discipline or self-control.
31) LOOKING - BUT NOT SEEING.
Of course some may say that all these things are self-evident, but that is only true for those who make the effort to look and see.  Not just to look out of curiosity, but to look, so as to see.  And if these things are so self-evident, then why do so many people who have enough going for them to be otherwise, fall into the categories just mentioned?
32) ARE YOU BEING PUT TO SHAME BY THE UNSAVED
Those who don't know God, in Jesus Christ, don't have very much going for them, yet quite a number of such people put those who are supposed to be God's children to shame, by their concentrated efforts and determination.
What excuse do we have?  What excuse do YOU have?
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